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Why Multiply healthy ChurChes?

Charles (Chuck) Van Engen

Abstract

�is article examines biblical motivations to multiply new, healthy churches. Such motiva-
tions emerge from the following �ve biblical truths: a) God the Father seeks and �nds the 
lost, b) �e love of Christ obligates us, c) God sent the Holy Spirit for all human beings, 
d) �e local congregation is the primary locus of the rule of the King, and e) Multiplying 
churches is for the glory of God. Our loving and compassionate triune God desires that all 
women and men become disciples of Jesus Christ, active participants in a local Christian 
church, and commi�ed agents of the transformation of their context.

INtroductIoN

Years ago, a large church in Monterrey, Mexico, invited me to give a series of talks 
on the nature of God. Toward the end of this series of talks, a�er having con-
cluded one of the papers, a short, elderly, and simply dressed woman came up to 
me.

“Sir, sir,” she said to me, “I have a question I want to ask you.”
“Yes, of course,” I responded. “What is your question? Was something �om the 

paper not clear?”
Judging �om her way of speaking, it seemed to me that this woman was not a 

member of any evangelical church and was not accustomed to the way Mexican 


