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AFTER POSTMODERNISM

Thomas W. Sieberhagen

Abstract

For the past 30 years, Christians have wri en about and discussed postmodernism. e topic
is a favorite among scholars and students, who have enjoyed endless debates on the impact
postmodernism and who have speculated what the Church’s proper response should be to the
West's dominant worldview. is article urges the reader to recognize postmodernism’s demise,
and to start thinking about the Church’s response to the next dominant worldview: Neo-real
ism. Could it be that God has brought the greater culture through the emptiness of postmod
ernism so that they will be ready to hear the truth of the Gospel as they turn back to realism?

In his book, The Universe Next Door, James Sire examines the past two cen-

turies of western worldviews. He begins with Christian theism, progresses
through deism, naturalism, nihilism, existentialism, and then ends on post
modernism. Sire traces the logical progression of thought in the west from
one worldview to next. For example, naturalism saw the glori cation of the

mechanical nature of life, which led to the loss of free will ihSiieiism.

study leads the reader all the way to the current predominant worldview in
western thought (postmodernism), but many scholars are already feeling
that the era of postmodern thought is drawing tdfdloisas true, then
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